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Grant-Funded Rehabilitation Moves Forward at Historic Colored Memorial Building in 
Brunswick 

Brunswick, GA — Coastal Georgia Area Community Action Authority, Inc. (CGACAA) is 
advancing preservation efforts at the historic Colored Memorial Building Auditorium with 
the installation of a new onsite sign recognizing grant support for the project and marking 
visible progress toward upcoming rehabilitation work. 

The Colored Memorial Building Auditorium rehabilitation project is supported in part by a 
grant awarded by the National Park Service through the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
Historic Preservation Fund and the History of Equal Rights Grant Program. The installed 
sign serves as a public acknowledgment of this investment and reflects a shared 
commitment to preserving an important cultural and historic resource in Glynn County. 

Work plans for the project are expected to begin this spring following completion of the 
Request for Proposals (RFP) process and the selection of qualified vendors. Planned 
rehabilitation efforts will focus on stabilizing and restoring key elements of the auditorium 
to support long-term preservation and future community use. 

“This sign represents more than funding, it represents progress,” said Tres Hamilton, Chief 
Executive Officer of CGACAA. “It is a reminder that meaningful preservation work is 
underway and that the community can see, firsthand, the steps being taken to protect and 
honor this historic space.” 

 

mailto:thamilton@coastalgacaa.org
http://www.coastalgacaa.org/


The Colored Memorial Building Auditorium holds deep historical significance as a gathering 
place that reflects the cultural, civic, and social history of Brunswick’s African American 
community. Preservation of the site helps ensure its stories, legacy, and role in advancing 
equal rights remain visible and accessible for future generations. It stands as a powerful 
example of how historic preservation strengthens community identity while honoring the 
past. 

The Colored Memorial Building is part of the larger Risley Colored Memorial School 
complex, which CGACAA is working to adaptively reuse as a long-term community asset. 
CGACAA also received a Fox Gives grant through the Fox Theatre’s philanthropic program to 
support restoration efforts with a focus on repairing historic interior windows. Listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, the building represents an important chapter in 
Georgia’s cultural and civil rights history. Together, these preservation efforts reflect a 
broader commitment to protecting historic spaces while improving community quality of 
life through thoughtful redevelopment and continued investment. 

 

About Coastal Georgia Area Community Action Authority, Inc. 

Coastal Georgia Area Community Action Authority, Inc. is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to eliminating poverty and strengthening families across nine counties in 
Southeast Georgia. The agency provides early childhood education, housing support, utility 
assistance, workforce development, and other essential programs that promote economic 
independence and family stability. For more information, visit www.coastalgacaa.org. 
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